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BULLETIN NO. 063-07 CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:
Child and Adult Care Food Program—Family Day Care Home Sponsors
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Documentation of Tier I Eligibility Determinations in the Child and Adult Care Food Program

Operation of Child Nutrition Programs During a Pandemic


Electronic Record and Reporting Systems


Questions and Answers—Annual Training Follow-Up
CONTACTS:  
Nicki Christoferson
425-771-6032
n.christoferson@verizon.net


Celia Kennedy
253-589-7218
celia.kennedy@k12.wa.us


Jennifer Mitchell
253-589-7230
jennifer.mitchell@k12.wa.us


Dianna Perrine
509-789-3542
dperrine@esd101.net


Judy Larsen
509-575-2427
judy.larsen@k12.wa.us

The agency TTY number is 360-664-3631
Documentation of Tier I Eligibility Determinations in the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
In December of 2006, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) released a study entitled Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP): Assessment of Sponsor Tiering Determinations.  The study analyzed the accuracy of tiering determinations made by sponsoring organizations of family day care homes (FDCHs) and estimated the amount of improper CACFP payments resulting from misclassification of FDCH.  USDA has reissued guidance concerning what constitutes acceptable documentation of Tier I eligibility for family day care homes.  That guidance is attached.  (Attachment 1)
Operation of Child Nutrition Programs During a Pandemic 
As a result of the activities being taken to plan a governmentwide response to a potential outbreak of pandemic disease, USDA has received questions regarding the Child Nutrition Programs’ operation during such an event.  Information from USDA is attached. (Attachment 2)
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Electronic Record and Reporting Systems 

The increasing prevalence of electronic systems of records and claiming is an encouraging step toward streamlining recordkeeping and reporting requirements.  However, it is important to ensure that implementing an electronic system does not create a barrier to participation.

Institutions are encouraged to establish Internet or electronic based systems.  Any such system must include a means to fully access program benefits without computer access.  Otherwise, an eligible individual might be denied access to program benefits.

Questions and Answers—Annual Training Follow-Up

At the annual training for Family Day Care Home Sponsors, several questions were raised. The questions and answers to those questions are attached. (Attachment 3)
Clarification on Monthly Fee Charges to Providers

The USDA has made all state agencies aware that a service provider (Minute Menus) may be telling sponsors that they can pass down to their providers certain costs associated with reporting meals and other program data to the sponsors.  Specifically, the costs identified are monthly fees for Internet claiming.  Please note that under no circumstances may a sponsor charge a day care home provider any fee for any program-related cost.
 

CACFP regulations, 7 CFR 226.13(c), stipulate that "the full amount of food service payments shall be disbursed to each day care home on the basis of the number of meals served..."  The only exception to this is when the sponsor provides ″foodstuffs or meals," and then, only with the provider's written consent.  In addition, 7 CFR 226.18(b)(9), which describes one of the required elements of the sponsor/provider agreement, specifically prohibits "…any sponsoring organization fee to the day care home for its program administrative services…"
This is a prohibited practice.  Any sponsor passing fees on to providers must initiate corrective action to resolve the situation.  At a minimum, sponsors must reimburse day care home providers for any food service payments improperly withheld or for any charges levied on day care home providers for this or any other administrative function.
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If you have any questions regarding this bulletin, please contact the program specialist for your area:


Nicki Christoferson
425-771-6032
n.christoferson@verizon.net

Celia Kennedy
253-589-7218
celia.kennedy@k12.wa.us

Jennifer Mitchell
253-589-7230
jennifer.mitchell@k12.wa.us

Dianna Perrine
509-789-3542
dperrine@esd101.net

Judy Larsen
509-575-2427
judy.larsen@k12.wa.us
The agency TTY number is 360-664-3631.  This information is also available at www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/ on the agency Web site. 
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Martin T. Mueller
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Attachments

Attachment 1:
USDA Memo on Documentation on Tier I Eligibility Determinations in the Child and Adult Care Food Program
Attachment 2:
USDA Memo on Operation of Child Nutrition Programs During a 
Pandemic
Attachment 3:
Family Day Care Home Annual Training Questions and Answers

