Exhibit VI
Special Milk Program

SAMPLE PUBLIC RELEASE FOR SPECIAL MILK PROGRAM
2007–08
     
 School/District today announced its policy for free milk for children who qualify according to the eligibility standards below, for milk served under the Special Milk Program.  Each school and the district’s central office have a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by any interested party.

Local school officials have adopted the following family size income criteria for determining eligibility:

	
	Eligibility Scale for Free Milk

July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008



FREE

Household Size
Yearly
Monthly
Weekly


1
$13,273
$1,107
$256


2
17,797
1,484
343


3
22,321
1,861
430


4
26,845
2,238
517


5
31,369
2,615
604


6
35,893
2,992
691


7
40,417
3,369
778


8
44,941
3,746
865

Each additional

household
+ 4,524
+ 377
+ 87

member add
	


Children from families whose income is at or below the levels shown are eligible for free milk.
Application forms, with a letter to parents or guardians, are being distributed to all homes.  To apply for free milk, households must fill out the application and return it to the school.  Additional copies are available at the office in each school.  The information provided on the application will be used to determine eligibility and may be verified at any time during the school year by school or other program officials.

For school officials to determine eligibility, households must provide the following information listed on the application:  the names of everyone in the household, the amount of income each household member got last month and where it came from, the signature of an adult household member and that adult’s social security number.  If the adult signing the application does not have a Social Security Number, check the "I do not have a Social Security Number" box.  For a child who is a member of a Basic Food household or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) assistance unit, or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), the household need provide only the child’s name, the Basic Food, TANF, or FDPIR case number, and printed name and signature of an adult member on the application.

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) will download the names of all children age birth to 20 into the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) Core Student Record Database.  Information will include the child's first name, last name, middle initial, and date of birth.  Upon receipt of this information, OSPI will match student names against the DSHS file and then make the "match" data available to each district via the Internet.  Students will automatically qualify for free meals if their schools participate in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Child Nutrition Programs.  Households that do not want their child(ren) to participate in the free meal program should notify the child(ren)'s school.

Applications may be submitted at any time during the school year.

Under the provisions of the free policy, the designated approving official(s) will review applications and determine eligibility.  Parents or guardian dissatisfied with the ruling of the official may wish to discuss the decision with the approving official on an informal basis.  Parents wishing to make a formal appeal may make a request either orally or in writing to the fair hearing official      
 for a hearing on the decision.

If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should contact the school.  These changes may make the children of the household eligible for free milk if the household's income falls at or below the levels shown above.

In certain cases, foster children are also eligible for free milk.  If a household has foster children living with them and wishes to apply for them, the household should contact the school for more information.

The information provided by the household is confidential and will be used only for the purposes of determining eligibility and verifying data.

NONDISCRIMINATION

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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