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BULLETIN NO. 019-07
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers

Regional Transportation Coordinators


Transportation Administrators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Forecasting Tool—School Bus Reimbursement and Inventory Report

Web site
CONTACT:
Dan Payne, (360) 725-6120, dan.payne@k12.wa.us
A recent feature added to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (OSPI) Web site provides school districts with the ability to forecast future replacement payments or create school bus purchase planning “scenarios.”  The forecast tool is part of the existing online OSPI School Bus Information System that provides vehicle inventory reports as well as up-to-date reports reflecting depreciation and replacement allocations.  The forecasting tool can be accessed at the Pupil Transportation Web site at: http://www.k12.wa.us/transportation.  Click on the link entitled, “School Buses.”  Detailed instructions for using the forecasting tool are attached to this bulletin.
The forecasting tool will allow districts to create school bus purchase planning “scenarios” for up to ten years into the future.  Using built in assumed interest and inflation rates and district entered planned bus purchases, the system will calculate and provide estimated reimbursement payments for ten years.  Scenarios can be saved, modified, and updated with no effect on the district’s actual bus inventory reports or reimbursement reports.  Districts can also create as many scenarios as desired to help in planning school bus purchases and estimating Transportation Vehicle Fund.  (Please note: scenarios created, saved, and password protected will not be accessible by OSPI.  It is important that when the scenario is created, the name and password assigned to that scenario are recorded so it may be accessed later.)  Districts that contract for pupil transportation will not be able to use this forecasting system to estimate depreciation payments.
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The forecast payments generated by the system are just that, a forecast.  Actual amounts will vary depending on many factors, such as: 
1. Interest Rate: The forecast’s interest rate assumptions are based on the Economic Revenue Forecast Council’s Long Range Economic Outlook estimate for the “3 Month T-Bill Rate.”  Reimbursement amounts vary inversely with the interest rate.  For example, if the actual interest rate ends up lower than expected, the reimbursement amount will be higher.
2. Inflation Rate: The interest rate assumption used is based on the Economic Revenue Forecast Council’s Long Range Economic Outlook estimate of the Implicit Price Deflator.  An increase or decrease in bus purchase prices above or below the level assumed by the system will affect the depreciation payments similarly, although not proportionally.  System pricing used to calculate depreciation payments utilizes a five-year average.

3. Month of Delivery: The forecasting system assumes that new school buses are delivered prior to September 15.  Bus reimbursement payments are prorated based on the month of delivery.  A bus delivered halfway through the year will only receive six months of reimbursement for that school year, reducing the actual payment for that year.  The impact on the reimbursement level for such a bus in following years is minimal.
The Economic Revenue Forecast Council updates the Long Range Economic Outlook on (approximately) a quarterly basis.  The school bus reimbursement forecasting tool assumptions are updated to reflect any changes in the Outlook.

For assistance in using the system or interpreting data, you may contact your regional transportation coordinator listed below.
	Region 1 (For districts in ESD 112 & 
ESD 113)
Skip Enes

ESD 112

2500 NE 65th Avenue

Vancouver, WA 98661-6812

(360) 750-7500 ext. 221

skip.enes@esd112.org
	Region 2 (For districts in ESD 114 & 
PS ESD 121)
Randy Millhollen

Puget Sound ESD 121

3601–20th Street East

Tacoma, WA 98424-2000

(253) 778-7955, (425) 917-7955,

or 1-800-664-4549 ext. 7955

rmillhollen@psesd.org
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Regional transportation coordinator list continued:

	Region 3 (For districts in NW ESD 189)
Anna Esquibel

Northwest ESD 189

1601 “R” Avenue

Anacortes, WA 98221

(360) 299-4008

aesquibe@esd189.org
	Region 4 (For districts in ESD 105, ESD 123 
& ESD 171)
Jan Clarence

ESD 105

33 S. Second Avenue

Yakima WA 98902

(509) 454-3105

janc@esd105.wednet.edu

	
	


	Region 5 (For districts in ESD 101)
Mike Kenney

ESD 101

4202 South Regal

Spokane WA  99223-7738 

(509) 789-3558

mkenney@esd101.net
	


This bulletin is also available at www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos on the agency Web site.
Other questions concerning this bulletin may be directed to Dan Payne, Program Supervisor for Pupil Transportation and Traffic Safety Education, at (360) 725-6120, or at dan.payne@k12.wa.us.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.

STUDENT SUPPORT

Martin T. Mueller

Assistant Superintendent

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

Allan J. Jones 

Director

Attachment 1—Forecasting Tool Directions
