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BULLETIN NO. 003-07 CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:
Family Day Care Home Sponsors

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Percentage of Free and Reduced-Price Meal Eligibility in Elementary


Schools
CONTACT:  
Carol Griffith, 360-725-6200, carol.griffith@k12.wa.us
Attached is fiscal year (FY) 2007 Washington public school free and reduced-price meal eligibility information.  When using elementary school data to determine eligibility for Tier 1 reimbursement to family day care home providers, please keep in mind the following:
· Only elementary school data may be used.  Most elementary schools are K–5.

· If school data is for combined schools and includes alternative schools, middle schools, co-op schools, lab schools and/or high schools, the data may not be used.

· If school data is for K–12, the data may not be used except in special cases.  Contact the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) for more information.

· In schools in which children are bussed in from throughout the school district, the school data may not be used unless the school is able to “factor out” the pupils bussed in from other areas.

· Seattle public school data may not be used as listed in column 6, “October 31 
Free and Reduced-Price Percentage” on the attached chart.  
· Seattle elementary schools that meet the 50 percent free and reduced-price guidelines, both by OSPI data and from the Seattle special run by reference area, may be used to qualify providers for Tier 1 reimbursement.  Schools that meet this criteria are indicated by an asterisk (*) in column 7, “Change in Free and Reduced-Price Percentage” on the attached chart.
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· Family day care home providers who are eligible for Tier 1 reimbursement by 
school data will be eligible for Tier 1 reimbursement for five years from the date 
of determination.

· It is possible that new providers would not be eligible for Tier 1 reimbursement in 
FY 2007 when they might have been eligible by earlier data due to changes in the 
free and reduced-price eligibility of the elementary school.

· Sponsors must qualify a provider for Tier 1 reimbursement using only this list from OSPI.  Routine monthly fluctuation in a school’s free and reduced-price data may not be used to qualify or disqualify a home for Tier 1 status.  If there is a compelling reason to believe an error has been made on the list, contact Child Nutrition Services.  We will verify the information with the school.

· Some elementary schools do not participate in the National School Lunch Program 
and are not listed in the data.

· The attached data is effective March 1, 2007.

In addition, family day care home providers may also qualify for Tier 1 reimbursement 
if the provider meets the requirements for free or reduced-price meal benefits or the provider’s home is located in a geographic area, as defined by Food and Nutrition Service based on census data, in which at least 50 percent of the children residing 
in the area are members of households which meet the income standards for free 
or reduced-price meals.  (7 CFR 226.2)

If you have questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Carol Griffith, Child and Adult Care Food Program Supervisor, at 360-725-6200.

The agency TTY number is 360-664-3631.  This information is also available at www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/ on the agency Web site.  
STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS
Martin T. Mueller
 
Assistant Superintendent

George C. Sneller, Director

Child Nutrition Services
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