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MEMORANDUM NO.  008-09M TEACHING & LEARNING

TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents

School District Superintendents
School Building Principals

Educational Service District Assistant Superintendents 
Educational Service District Mathematics Coordinators

Educational Service District Assessment Coordinators

School District Curriculum Directors

School District Assessment Coordinators
School District Special Education Directors
Education Associations
FROM:
Randy I.Dorn, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Application for K–12 Science Instructional Materials Review Committee 

CONTACT:
Mary McClellan, Science Director for Teaching and Learning
Phone: (360) 725-4961
Email: Mary.McClellan@k12.wa.us 

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is embarking on an exciting phase of work with the upcoming adoption of the revised science standards that will change science instruction in the state of Washington. We are seeking the help of the highest quality science educators to participate as members of the science instructional materials review committee as part of the implementation process for supporting the revised mathematics standards.

The purpose of this memorandum is to recruit a strong group of Washington State educators to participate in the science instructional material reviews for K–12. Eligible candidates may come from school districts, educational service districts 
(ESDs), colleges and universities, businesses, and/or the community and must be committed to supporting science education.  
Background information

In response to Second Substitute House Bill 1906, passed by the 2007 State Legislature, the State Board of Education (SBE) and OSPI have reviewed and revised the K–12 science standards for Washington State. The final draft of the revised K–12 science standards was transmitted to the Legislature in December 2008. As a result of the 2009 Legislative session and as directed in Senate Bill 6534, OSPI hopes to finalize and adopt the revised standards in spring 2009. 

Application for Instructional Material Review Committee Members

This second phase of work requires OSPI to identify no more than three science curricula that align with the revised standards for elementary, middle, and high school grade spans and present them to the SBE for their comment. The review of basic instructional materials will occur this spring. Dates and location will be communicated to the selected applicants in conjunction with notification about reviewer selection, or immediately following the final approval and adoption of the revised standards anticipated by the end of February 2009. Applicants selected for the review committee will be expected to participate in the entire review process that will consist of 5–6 consecutive days of work. 
Application Process

To apply to be a member of the K–12 Science Instructional Materials Review Team, complete and submit the attached application materials by mail or hand delivery to Breanne Conley no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 13, 2009. Mailed applications must be postmarked by February 13, 2009. Applicants will be notified of acceptance by February 25, 2009.

ATTN: Breanne Conley
Teaching & Learning Science Office

600 Washington Street SE

PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA 98504-7200

Phone: (360) 725-4961
Breanne.Conley@k12.wa.us
Applications will not be accepted via facsimile or email. Incomplete applications will not be accepted. You may request confirmation of receipt of your application by emailing Breanne Conley at the email provided above.

Reimbursement:

Consistent with other OSPI sponsored committee events, OSPI will provide substitute reimbursement for school district employees who participate in the instructional materials reviews. For those committee members not being paid under contract with a school district or other employer a daily contract will be considered on a case-by-case basis. All participants will have all travel and lodging expenses paid for by OSPI.

If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact Mary McClellan, Science Director of Teaching and Learning, at  Mary.McClellan@k12.wa.us, (360) 725-4961, or TTY (360) 664-3631.

TEACHING AND LEARNING
Jessica Vavrus

Teaching & Learning Director
Mary McClellan

Science Director for Teaching & Learning
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