
ATTACHMENT A

BACKGROUND
Since the passage of this law, OSPI has worked to clarify the elements of this new legislation through:
· Collaboration with the School Safety Advisory Committee to develop guidance on the implementation of Substitute Senate Bill 5097.
· Participation in a multi-agency committee to revise the fire and building codes relative to new drill requirements.
· Conducting nearly 30 intensive training sessions in every part of the state on the Incident Command System as applied to schools (in collaboration with the Association of Washington School Principals).  Nearly 1200 school administrators have been trained in the past year.
· Development and dissemination of training DVDs on how schools can adopt shelter-in-place programs and practices (in collaboration with the Washington State Emergency Management Division).
· Promotion and award of 59 school safety mini-grants to school districts throughout the state, with additional grants available for the 2008–09 school year.
· Promotion and award of seven comprehensive safe school grants to address the complexities and funding issues for adopting new requirements.
· Working with the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs to modify the statewide mapping system to assist schools to upload their safety plan information (per state law requirements), and to establish the Gangs in Schools Task Force.

· Launching of a School Pan Flu Preparedness Project through a grant with the Washington State Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control, to provide schools with a model policy, procedure, and set of tools to address pan flu preparedness and continuity of operations guidance.

· Developing the Ready, Set, Plan! training for schools to address how schools can develop programs, policies, and practices consistent with both state and federal safety planning laws and guidance.
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