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February 6, 2008





(x)    Action Required

School District Applications due to ESD: 5-30-08 

ESD Applications due to OSPI:  8-22-08
(x)    Informational

BULLETIN NO.  09-08 OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



Chief School District Administrators



Elementary and Secondary School Principals



Educational Service District Teacher Award Coordinators



Education Associations

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:

2009 Washington State Teacher of the Year Program



Statewide Call for Regional Nominations

The Superintendent of Public Instruction is calling for regional nominations for the 2009 Washington State Teacher of the Year Program.

Since the Washington State Teacher of the Year (TOY) Program was established, it has enjoyed success in annually honoring one outstanding teacher.  In 1963, 1970, and 2007, the state program garnered national attention when Elmon Ousley, Bellevue School District, Johnnie T. Dennis, Walla Walla School District, and Andrea Peterson, Granite Falls School District, respectively, were selected as the National Teacher of the Year.  The 2009 state teacher’s year of recognition begins on January 1, 2009.

The Washington State Teacher of the Year Program recognizes both regional and state teachers of the year.

The nine educational service districts (ESDs) participate in the state TOY program by selecting one regional finalist from the school districts in their area to serve as regional teacher of the year.  The 2009 regional finalist application packets are due to the 
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Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) by August 22, 2008, for final review and selection of the 2009 Washington State Teacher of the Year.  The OSPI review and selection process will occur in September 2008.
The following objectives have been identified for the 2009 program:

(
Increase awareness of the professional classroom teacher and her/his contribution to the education of children.

(
Provide learning opportunities for chosen teachers of the year.

(
Facilitate interaction and communication between outstanding teachers.

(
Establish public/private partnerships with the TOY program that will support, educate, and honor regional and state teachers of the year.

2009 TEACHER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM OUTLINE:


February 6, 2008
Call for nominations by State Superintendent of Public Instruction.

February 2008
School district nomination and selection process begins.

May 29, 2008
School district selection process completed.

May 30, 2008
Nominations and application packet materials due from school districts to educational service districts (ESDs).

August 22, 2008
Deadline for receipt of regional finalist application packet materials from ESD to OSPI.

September 2008 
Finalists contacted and interviewed by the state TOY selection 


committee.

October 2008
Press conference announcing 2009 Washington State TOY.

January 2009
“Year of Recognition” begins for the new state TOY.

Spring 2009
Ceremony honoring state TOY and TOY regional finalists.
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SUMMARY OF TOY NOMINATION PROCESS:

School employees, parents, and students are invited to participate in the nomination process by making their nominee known to the local school district.  All districts are encouraged to develop their own local selection process for determining their district nominee(s) to the ESD.  

SCHOOL DISTRICT SELECTION PROCESS:

The process for selecting the school district nominee(s), including the selection committee, criteria, and application, is at the discretion of the school district.  All district nominees who are employed full-time, are currently teaching, and who plan to continue in an active teaching status are eligible.  Districts are encouraged to use a broad-based selection process that includes input from administrators, parents, students, and representatives from the local education associations.  School districts may submit two nominees to the ESD for the regional competition.  

The school district nominees will be required to complete and submit the following to their ESD:

(
TOY application, including essay questions, nomination letter, resume, and letters of recommendation (see Form SPI 1086B).

(
TOY background (see Form SPI 1315).

The nominees will also be required to follow their ESD’s process for selection of the regional finalist.

REGIONAL ESD SELECTION PROCESS:

Regions are also encouraged to use a broad-based selection process that includes administrators, parents, students, and representation from the local education association.  Based on the nominees’ TOY application packets (see above), the ESD will make its regional candidate selection and forward the candidate’s packet to OSPI by August 22, 2008.  Finalists will be contacted in September with the date, place, and time of the final interview and selection process.

BULLETIN NO. 09-08 OSPI
Page 4

February 6, 2008
STATE SELECTION PROCESS:

In late September, the state selection committee will review the written materials submitted by the ESDs and conduct personal interviews with the nine regional finalists.  One teacher will be selected to represent Washington State in the National Teacher of the Year Program.  The nine finalists will continue to represent their regions in activities for the TOY program.  The state selection committee will be comprised of the following representatives:  (1) State Superintendent of Public Instruction, (2) State Board of Education, (3) Washington Education Association, (4) Association of Washington School Principals, (5) Washington Association of School Administrators, (6) Washington State PTA, (7) Washington State School Directors’ Association, (8) Washington School Public Relations Association, and (9) Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.
AWARDS:

An autumn press conference announcing the state TOY and an annual spring reception sponsored by our business partner, The Beresford Company, will be held to honor the state TOY and the eight regional finalists.  In addition, PEMCO Insurance will acknowledge the state TOY with a $6,000 award and the regional candidates with $500 each.  Other business sponsors of the TOY program will recognize the honorees with their contributions.  (See attached “Teacher of the Year Awards Sheet.”) The state TOY is further honored with special training sponsored by the Council of Chief State School Officers and Scholastic, Inc.; a week of training at Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama, sponsored by NASA; and three days in Washington, D.C.
The National Teacher of the Year is honored in ceremonies at the White House and receives a one-year sabbatical that enables her/him to serve as a spokesperson for all teachers and educators across the nation.

For additional information regarding the regional selection, please contact the following:

ESD 101

509/456-7683

ESD 105

      509/454-3131
Chris Tuckerman




David Goehner
4202 South Regal Street



33 South 2nd Avenue

Spokane, WA  99223-7764


Yakima, WA  98902

ctuckerman@esd101.net 



davidg@esd105.wednet.edu  
ESD 112

360/750-7505

ESD 113

      360/464-6858
Jon Nelson

Ext. 208


Deanna Dawes
2500 NE 65th Avenue



601 McPhee Road SW

Vancouver, WA  98661-6812


Olympia, WA  98502-5080

Jon.nelson@esd112.org 



ddawes@esd113.k12.wa.us  
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Olympic ESD 114              360/478-6872

Puget Sound ESD 121  425/917-7806
Ann Healy-Raymond



Julie Rolling
105 National Ave. N.



800 Oakesdale Avenue SW

Bremerton, WA  98312



Renton, WA  98057-5221

araymond@oesd.wednet.edu


mfuson@psesd.org 

ESD 123


509/547-8441
N. Central ESD 171     509/665-2621 Mark Muxen





Sariann Meredith

3918 West Court Street



430 Olds Station Road (PO Box 1847)

Pasco, WA 99301




Wenatchee, WA  98807-1847

mmuxen@esd123.org



sariannm@ncesd.org 
Northwest ESD 189

360/299-4006

Dr. Kathy Shoop
1601 R Avenue





Anacortes, WA  98221




kshoop@esd189.org



 

Your cooperation in posting this bulletin and informing teachers of this opportunity is appreciated.  For further information, please contact Julie Hanson at (360) 725-6117, 

e-mail julie.hanson@k12.wa.us , or TTY (360) 664-3631. 
EXECUTIVE SERVICES
Catherine Davidson, Ed.D.

Chief of Staff

Julie Hanson

Teacher Awards Program Coordinator

TB:jh

Attachments:   Form SPI 1086B 

   Form SPI 1315

   School District Nomination Sheet



   TOY Awards Sheet


