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TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers


School Food Service Supervisors

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
“Meals for Kids” Grant Application for National School Lunch/School 
Breakfast Programs

Grants to School Districts for Breakfast and Lunch Programs

The Washington State Legislature has again provided funds (approximately $199,000) for the “Meals for Kids” grant.  Grants will be available to school districts to assist in starting new school breakfast and lunch programs, to increase participation in existing programs, to improve program quality in school lunch and school breakfast programs, and to improve the equipment and facilities used in these programs.

Priority will be given to schools without lunch programs, as follows, from House Bill 1771, summarized:
School districts shall implement a school lunch program in each public school in the district in which educational services are provided to children in any of the grades kindergarten through four and in which twenty-five percent or more of the enrolled students (all grades in the school) qualify for a free or reduced-price lunch.  A school lunch program shall be implemented not later than the second day of school in the 2005–06 school year, and in each school year thereafter.

Each school district shall implement a school breakfast program in each school where more than forty percent of students eligible to participate in the school lunch program qualify for free or reduced-price meal reimbursement by the school year 2005-06.  For each subsequent school year, each school district shall submit data enabling the superintendent of public instruction to determine which schools within the district will qualify for this requirement.

Schools not offering a breakfast or lunch program may meet the meal service requirements through any of the following:

· Preparing the meals on-site;
· Receiving the meals from another school that participates in a United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) child nutrition program; or

· Contracting with a non-school entity that is a licensed food service establishment.

The requirements shall lapse if the federal reimbursement for school meal programs is eliminated.

Other priority factors that will be considered include:

1. Schools that do not operate a School Breakfast Program.

2. Schools that have not received a previous “Meals for Kids” grant.

3. Storage ability for small school districts that receive infrequent delivery of government commodities.

4. Districts in central and eastern Washington impacted by the loss of dairies to supply frequent milk deliveries.

5. Total number of students that will be impacted by the expansion project or purchases.

6. The effect the project will have on student participation.

Note to Applicants

This is a complete application package containing the application form and appropriate instructions to apply for the grant under this competition and Chapter 392-157 of the Washington Administrative Code (WAC).

Selection Criteria

Applications will be read and scored using the criteria set forth in WAC 392-157-145.  Incomplete submissions will not be considered.  Priority will be given to those districts that do not have a breakfast or lunch program or have not received a previous “Meals for Kids” grant.  Successful applicants will be notified as soon as possible after the grants are read, evaluated, and scored in rank order.

Use of Grant Funding

Grant funding for the start-up or expansion of a school breakfast or school lunch program or the improvement of a breakfast or lunch program may be used for the following purposes, which are listed in order of importance: 

1. Purchase food service equipment. 

2. Provide staff training.

3. Disseminate program information to students, families, and school staff to encourage program participation.  (Outreach).

4. Improve efficiency in the food service area. 

5. Improve sanitation in the food service area.

6. Improve safety in the food service area.  

Funding cannot be used for:  

1. Food.
2. The acquisition of land or existing buildings.

3. The improvement of grounds. 

4. The construction of buildings.

5. Additions to buildings.

6. The remodeling of buildings.

Grant funding may not be requested for certain items that may have minimal use or do not contribute to the nutritional integrity of the meal programs, such as hot syrup dispensers, coffee dispensers, deep fat fryers, hot water dispensers, construction of a kitchen, or computers.  It is not the intent of this grant to provide funds for a complete kitchen.

The appropriateness of equipment, publications, or promotions in relation to the operation of a breakfast or lunch program and the number of students that will be impacted will be considered when reviewing the grant.

Grant expenditures must be spent no later than June 30, 2007, and invoiced to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) by July 15, 2007.  Any funds unclaimed after that time will be returned to the state general fund.

Narrative Description of Need for Project or Purchase

A written description of the proposed project or purchase should include information regarding the need for this project or purchase, the barriers that currently prevent this need being met, and how the school district plans to address the need.  If the need assessment concerns the start-up of a new breakfast or lunch program, the narrative should include a brief description of the reasons for the lack of a breakfast or lunch program.  The narrative should clearly state if the funds are for a single school (name of the school) or districtwide use.  Limit the narrative to no more than one additional page.

Implementation Plan
1. The district must provide detailed information of the process that will be used to implement a new school breakfast or school lunch program or to expand an existing program.  Include a timetable and the action steps that will be taken to implement the program or changes.  Equipment, training, and staffing needs must be included in this plan as well as any outreach efforts the district plans for publicizing a new program or promoting an existing breakfast or lunch program.  

2. The district must provide the following information:  projected number of students that will be affected by the purchase or project, and the enrollment and the number of students eligible for free and reduced-price meals in the targeted school(s)/area(s).  

3. The district must also include information as to the other sources of money or the value of in-kind services that will be available for the project or purchases.

Budget

The budget must include equipment, training, and outreach expenditures as indicated in the needs assessment and implementation plan.  Expenditures that are covered by funds received from previous grants should be excluded.  The description of the equipment needed must be in sufficient detail to support the quoted prices.  Each piece of equipment requested must have exact specifications listed that include capacity, size, finish, and brand name.  This information is needed to allow the grant reviewers to make informed decisions when allocating these funds.

Assurances

Each district must provide assurances that:  

1. A USDA grant for this project or purchase is not available or an application was made for a USDA grant for the proposed purchase(s) or project and was not fully funded.

2. If eligible, an application has been made for the severe need breakfast reimbursement from the USDA (through OSPI, Child Nutrition Services).
3. The school breakfast and/or school lunch program will be continued for at least three years after the grant is received.  The assurances must be signed by the superintendent, business manager, or designee.  A food service director employed by a food service management company cannot sign the assurances page for a school district.

Questions regarding the grant should be directed to the following:

Angela Ruiz
      Debra Calhoun     Linsey LaPlant     Kari Lund
       Pam Mahre
(360) 725-6212   (509) 323-2751    (253) 589-7252    (425) 776-2955     (509) 575-2412

The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is available electronically on the agency Web site at the following URL:  http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/.  

STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS

Marcia L. Riggers

Assistant Superintendent

CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

George C. Sneller

Director
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