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BULLETIN NO. 106-06 CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers


School Food Service Supervisors


Administrators of Selected Private Schools


Administrators of Residential Child Care Institutions

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


RE:
Child Nutrition Update



Exemptions Under the Competitive Foods Regulations


Violation of the Child Nutrition Labeling Program


Atomic Apple X-TREME FRUIT BITES Not Creditable
The purpose of this bulletin is to provide all local education agencies (LEAs) current information and/or an update of pertinent information that are essential to the operation of their Child Nutrition Programs (CNP).

Exemptions Under the Competitive Foods Regulations

CNP Informational Memo 06-08 (Attachment 1), dated September 7, 2006, contains changes to the list of exemptions under the Competitive Foods Regulation and supercedes CNP Information Memo 04-12.  Note:  An exemption does not indicate a product has significant nutritional value, nor that U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) approves or endorses an exempted product.

The ingredient statement of each exempted food is included in the attached exemption list.  This should allow LEAs to differentiate between exempted products and similar non-exempted products.

Violation of the Child Nutrition Labeling Program

USDA has sent notification that Bernardi Italian Foods produced a cheese roll-up product in violation of the Child Nutrition (CN) labeling program.  The company was producing a CN labeled product without final approval for the label or the formula.  The label for the cheese roll-up product East Side Entrees 3.5 oz. Cheese Roll-up, CN ID number 062444 is barred from use, as it has not received final approval from the Food and Nutrition Service.  If the company wishes to produce the above product, they must submit a new label for final approval, which will be assigned a new identification number.  The Food Safety and Inspection Service will also be notified and may take action against the company.  This product does not carry a USDA warranty for use in CN programs.

Atomic Apple X-TREME FRUIT BITES Not Creditable
It has come to our attention that several districts are counting Atomic Apple X-TREME FRUIT BITES as 3/8 cup fruit in their Child Nutrition Programs under Traditional Meal Pattern.  The reason for this is that Atomic Apple has a fact sheet that implies that X-TREME FRUIT BITS has a CN Label approved by USDA.  Atomic Apple X-TREME FRUIT BITES are not 100% fruit:  the product ingredient list includes sugar and maltodextrin (corn).  Other flavors of X-TREME FRUIT BITES contain rice and/or corn syrup.  There is no percent of juice or Brix information listed on any of the product information.

We have received an email, dated September 9, 2006, from the Western Regional Office of USDA informing us that USDA headquarters has sent a letter to the company requesting that they not market their product as meeting the fruit requirement towards the reimbursable component of the meal. 

While meals LEAs have previously served containing X-TREME FRUIT BITES as a fruit component will not be denied, X-treme Fruit Bites may not be served as part of a reimbursable meal henceforth.
If you have questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Bette Brandis, Program Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs, at (360) 725-6220, or the National School Lunch Program specialist for your LEA:
Angela Ruiz
      Debra Calhoun     Linsey LaPlant    Nancy Van’t Hul     Pam Mahre

(360) 725-6212   (509) 323-2751    (253) 589-7252    (425) 776-2955     (509) 575-2412

The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is also available on the agency Web site at the following URL: http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/.  

STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS

Marcia L. Riggers


Assistant Superintendent 
George C. Sneller, Director

Child Nutrition Services
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Attachment 1—USDA CNP Informational Memo 06–08 dated September 7, 2006

