ATTACHMENT 1

Weapons in School/Unsafe School Choice Reporting
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is an “other firearm”?

An “other” firearm is a weapon or device from which a projectile may be fired by an explosive.  
2. Is a pellet, BB, or air gun considered a firearm?

If it fires a projectile from an explosive action, it is considered a firearm.  Otherwise it is considered an “other weapon”.  However, if a student acts with malice and displays an instrument that appears to be a firearm, on public elementary or secondary school premises, public school provided transportation, or areas of facilities while being used by public schools, they may be expelled for up to one calendar year, which also may be modified on a case-by-case basis.
3. What is an “other weapon”?

An “other weapon” is anything that is not a firearm or a knife.
4. Do we report all knives, or just the ones with a certain size blade?

RCW 9.41.280 describes what kind of “other weapons” which includes certain types of knives.  However, your district policy should address more specifically the issue of knives, whether pocket, specific blade size, or generally not allowable.
5. We had one firearm, but three students were expelled.  Do I put that as one firearm expulsion or one firearm and three expulsions?

You would count it as ONE incident, but THREE expulsions, all of which may be modified on a case-by-case basis.

6. Do we report expulsions for knives and other weapons?

No, not this year, however next year you will need to report suspensions and expulsions for knives and other weapons.

7. Do we report expulsions even if they have been modified? 
Yes, but only for firearm incidents. 

8. Is the district responsible for tribal schools that are considered part of their district?

Yes.
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