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TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



Chief School District Administrators



School District Technology Coordinators


School District Curriculum Directors
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE: 
 
Opportunity to replace K-20 videoconferencing equipment
The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) will be administering the Next Generation K-20 Videoconferencing Project with $621,000 funded from the QWEST Settlement funds. The overriding goal of this project is to promote and expand the instructional use of interactive videoconferencing across all of the sectors in the K-20 system, by replacing and/or enhancing videoconferencing endpoint equipment to support updated video protocols and their inherent increased flexibility in mobility, with a focus on classroom deployment.
Funds for videoconferencing equipment are only being made available to educational institutions that request them and demonstrate a readiness to use it to support teaching and learning. To ensure accountability, applicants must agree to terms and conditions that include the removal and re-allocation of funded equipment, if it is not being used for the intended instructional purposes, within one year after its receipt, including participation in at least three instructional uses of videoconferencing.

The other terms and conditions that the educational institution must commit to are to:

· Identify a contact person who will provide overall coordination of project efforts.

· Provide technical and networking support for the videoconferencing equipment.

· Provide management and inventory for the equipment purchased for this project.

· Provide assurance that all equipment purchased (including monitors, projectors, carts, or screens) will be used solely for the intended videoconferencing purposes.
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Applicants must identify which videoconferencing option (described in Attachment A) they are applying for. If the request is approved, the equipment will be ordered by OSPI and delivered directly to their educational institution. Once deployed, the equipment will become the property of the educational institution, with the caveat that it must be used for its intended instructional purposes. No direct funding will be provided to the educational institution, and if option 4b is selected, the educational institution will have to generate a purchase order for the $2,969 cost not covered by the award.
Completed application forms with original signatures must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 28, 2006 at:
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Attn: Dennis Small, Program Director

Educational Technology/K-20/EETT

Old Capitol Building

PO BOX 47200

Olympia, WA 98504-7200
Facsimile or e-mail copies will not be accepted.
K-12 schools are encouraged to contact the Regional ITU at their ESD (http://www.k12.wa.us/K-20/RITU.aspx) for technical assistance in completing the application, and the Educational Technology Support Center (ETSC) Director at their ESD (see http://www.edtech.wednet.edu/etsccorner/directory.shtml) for ideas about possible instructional uses of the videoconferencing equipment. 
General questions about the application forms or process should be directed to Dennis Small at dsmall@ospi.wednet.edu or 360-725-6384. The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.This information is also accessible on the OSPI Web site at http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos  Attachments are available in hard copy.
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Attachments:
A. Videoconferencing Options
B. Application (Form 1628)
