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BULLETIN NO. 091-06  CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistants for Business and/or Business Managers


School Food Service Supervisors


Administrators of Selected Private Schools


Administrators of Residential Child Care Institutions with Day Students
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


RE:

Verification Sample Size – USDA Memo SP 27-2006


Coordinated Review Effort; National Average Daily Attendance Factor – 


USDA Memo SP 28-2006



Buy American Reminder – USDA Memo SP 29-2006



Program Specialist Hired for Eastern Washington Territory

Verification Sample Size – USDA Memo SP 27-2006 (Attachment 1)
Section 9(b)(3) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (NSLA) was amended by the Child Nutrition and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Reauthorization Act of 2004, Public Law 108-265, to specify verification sample sizes for local educational agencies (LEAs).  For the purpose of the verification process, the verification sample cannot exceed the statutory limits and must meet the exact sample size for verification activities.
However, LEAs still have an obligation to verify questionable applications for cause, but the results of verifying for cause will not be part of the random sample size selected and will not be reported on the Verification Summary Report.  Attachment 1 provides additional information.
Coordinated Review Effort; National Average Daily Attendance Factor – USDA Memo SP 28-2006 (Attachment 2)
Child Nutrition Services (CNS) has received information dated July 21, 2006, that discusses the determination of and purpose for the average daily attendance factor (ADAF).

Each sponsor of a National School Lunch/School Breakfast/Special Milk Program is responsible for conducting edit checks to ensure that meals/milk served to students by category do not exceed the number of students eligible (paid, free, and reduced-price).  

The ADAF shows the percentage of students that would be in school on any given day.  This factor is used by a school district, private school, or residential child care institution (RCCI) to complete required edit checks to ensure that free, reduced-price, and paid meals, and free or paid milk claimed for reimbursement do not exceed the number of students eligible for these meals.

While the attendance factor for an RCCI is calculated to be 99.9 percent, CNS recommends that sponsors of Child Nutrition Programs in public school districts and private schools develop their own ADAF, which would more accurately represent their daily attendance. 

However, a sponsor may decide to use the national ADAF as a default.  The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has calculated the attendance factor to be 93.4 percent for school year 2006–07.  This number was calculated by dividing the total national average daily attendance for the nation by the total enrollment for the nation.

If you determine your own attendance factor, please e-mail your attendance factor to 

James Wick at jwick@ospi.wednet.edu.

Otherwise, on October 1, 2006, the 93.4 percent attendance factor will be used for public school districts and private schools.
Buy American Reminder – USDA Memo SP 29-2006 (Attachment 3)
This guidance serves as a general reminder regarding the importance of LEAs complying with the Buy American provisions that are found in the regulations of the NSLP at 7 CFR 219.21(d) and the SBP at 7 CFR 220.16(d).

Of particular concern is the applicability of the provision to all foods purchased by LEAs with funds from the nonprofit food service account.  At the recent School Nutrition Association (SNA) 2006 conference in Los Angeles, a food item was produced and exhibited by a major food company that was clearly marked as containing a main ingredient from China and prepared in Thailand.  While this food item was not displayed as a component of any of the menu planning options in the NSLP and SBP, USDA is concerned that conference attendees could have mistakenly concluded that such products are acceptable for a la carte sales.
LEAs must ensure that all procurements using funds from the nonprofit school food service account comply with the Buy American provisions.  This includes foods that are sold to students as a la carte food items.  Additional information regarding Buy American can be found on Attachment 3.
Program Specialist Hired for Eastern Washington Territory

Jo Clark Donahoo, former Program Specialist for Eastern Washington, accepted the Food Service Director’s position for the Pasco School District in June.  We are pleased to announce that Pam Mahre has been hired as the newest program specialist and will assume that position on September 1, 2006.

Pam comes to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) from Central Washington University (CWU), where she is Assistant Director of Dining Services until August 31, 2006.  She has a Master of Science in Nutrition and is a Registered Dietitian.  Pam has been an instructor for school food service personnel at CWU for the past twelve years, and continues to teach classes for the University of Phoenix and the Art Institute online.  Pam is in training at the CNS office in Olympia for six weeks, beginning September 5, 2006, and can be reached at (360) 725-6200. 
If you have questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Bette Brandis, Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs, at (360) 725-6220 or the program specialist for your LEA:  

Linsey LaPlant         (Lakewood Office)
(253) 589-7252

Pam Mahre

(Yakima Office)
(360) 725-6200

Debra Calhoun 
(Spokane Office)
(509) 323-2751

Angela Ruiz

(Olympia Office)
(360) 725-6212

Nancy Van’t Hul
(Edmonds Office)
(425) 776-2955


The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is also available at http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/ on the agency’s Web page.  
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Attachment 2—Coordinated Review Effort; National Average Daily Attendance (Memo 

                         Code:  SP 28-2006)
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