[image: image1.png]SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

DR. TERRY BERGESON OLD CAPITOL BUILDING ¢ PO BOX 47200 « OLYMPIA WA 98504-7200 ¢ http://www.k12.wa.us




August 14, 2005
(X)
Action Required


Date:  October 2, 2006
(X)
Informational

BULLETIN NO.  089-06  PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATION

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


Chief School District Administrators


Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers


School District Teacher Assistance Program Coordinators

Educational Service District Professional Development Center       Coordinators

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Teacher Assistance Program (Mentoring Assistance)

The 2006 – 2007 Operating Budget recently passed by the Legislature includes funding for Mentoring Assistance (TAP) at last year’s level of $2,348,000.   

Funds will be allocated to school districts based upon the number of beginning teachers (teachers with 90 or fewer days of experience in a continuous assignment).  It is expected that the allocation per beginning teacher will be about $750 for the 2006-2007 school year, although an increase in the number of beginning teachers beyond current projections might result in a lower amount.  An allowance will be made to fund late and second-semester hires at approximately one-half the regular allocation, depending upon the number of additional teachers enrolled, based upon a count in early February.  

Again this year, the TAP application is part of the iGrants system and is currently available.  The iGrant and the beginning teacher/ESA count, including names and e-mail addresses, is due October 2, 2006.  Additions to the count for late hires must be made by February 2, 2007.  Please note that while the funding will begin with the October allocation, the rules governing the program require an orientation and individual assistance to new teachers prior to the start of the school year.  
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Districts were asked to report on their TAP activities in an “End of Year Report” on iGrants, and many have done so.  These reports are providing invaluable information.  A completed report must be filed by districts that received funds in 05-06 before a grant application for 06-07 will be considered.

The Center For Strengthening the Teaching Profession (CSTP), OSPI, and a team of Washington educators have created a set of standards for effective new teacher induction programs, and proficiencies for the mentors who work with new teachers.  This effort was funded by the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation.  The standards can be downloaded at:  http://www.cstp-wa.org/Navigational/Policies_practices/Teacher_induction/Teacher_induction.htm#Effective_Support  
Follow-up trainings for mentors who have attended the OSPI Mentor Academy will be held in Yakima on October 11-12, and in Seattle on November 30 – December 1.  See Events Manager for additional information and registration.  
This year, Mentor Roundtables will be meeting monthly to support mentors in their work with new teachers in Bothell, Yakima, Olympia, and Federal Way.  For additional information about Roundtables or other questions regarding the Teacher Assistance/Mentoring Program, please contact Sue Anderson at (360) 725-6323 or sanderson@ospi.wednet.edu.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.
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