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BULLETIN NO. 084-06
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Regional Transportation Coordinators


Transportation Supervisors

FROM:  
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Annual School Bus Mileage Report 1021 Summary for 2005–06
The recent Joint Legislative Audit and Review Committee (JLARC) K–12 Pupil Transportation Funding Study emphasized the importance of the Annual School Bus Mileage Report.  The JLARC study indicates that a number of school districts failed to submit the mileage report as required by state law.  RCW 28A.160.170 reads in part:

Student transportation allocation — District's annual report to superintendent.

Each district shall submit to the superintendent of public instruction during October of each year a report containing the following: …
     (1)(b) the number of miles driven for pupil transportation services as authorized in RCW 28A.160.150 the previous school year; …
     Each district shall submit the information required in this section on a timely basis as a condition of the continuing receipt of school transportation moneys.

The annual school bus mileage report asks each school district to provide the number of To/From Miles, the number of Field Trip Miles, and the number of Extracurricular Miles.  A field trip is defined as transportation service to an event related to classroom instruction.  An Extracurricular Trip is defined as transportation service to an event not related to classroom instruction.  These definitions remain as they have been in the past.  
The JLARC staff indicated they found some variation in the understanding of what should be included in the To/From Miles.  To/From miles should include all mileage associated with home-to-school operations and all miles associated with transportation between schools or learning centers for instructional purposes.  All school district miles not specifically included within the definitions of Field Trips and Extracurricular Trips should be included in To/From.  
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For instance, training miles, fueling miles and mechanical repair related miles should all be included in To/From.  Totaling the Field Trip and Extracurricular Trip miles and subtracting them from the total miles will give the To/From miles, in most cases.  The only other miles that should be removed from Total Miles would be those miles associated with non-school use.  An example would be if a school district leased a school bus to another government entity for emergency use as allowed in RCW 28A.160.080 (i.e., to the US Forest Service for fire fighting operations).  These miles should be deducted from the total miles and not included in any category.
This bulletin provides instructions for updating the Annual School Bus Mileage Report 1021 Summary online.  A sample of the Annual School Bus Mileage Report 1021 Summary is attached.
In accordance with RCW 28A.160.170 and WAC 392-141.160, please complete Report 1021 on or before October 31, 2006, for the mileage accumulated in the 2005–06 school year.
If you have any questions concerning Report 1021, please contact Kim Kimbler, Administrative Program Specialist, at kkimbler@ospi.wednet.edu, or at (360) 725-6120.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.

STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS

Marcia L. Riggers

Assistant Superintendent

PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

Allan J. Jones 
Director

TB:kmk
Attachment 1 – Instructions for Online Computerized Reporting
Attachment 2 – Sample Version of the Annual School Bus Mileage Report 1021 

 Summary
