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BULLETIN NO. 058-06  STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



Private School Administrators
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
State, Regional, and School District Preparations for Pandemic Influenza
The extensive focus of science, technology, health, and media on the potential of a pandemic influenza (pan flu) raises many questions for schools and communities.  The staff of Student Support and Operations has assumed a significant role at the state level in coordinating planning with the Department of Health and State Emergency Management.  In addition to the obvious health information and related concerns, the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is working with other state agencies to develop appropriate Continuity of Operation Plans (COOP) for all disaster events.
If you have not done so yet, it is imperative that you be in contact with your local health department to begin preparations for such a possible large-scale flu outbreak.  You can find contact names and numbers for each of Washington State’s local health jurisdictions at this Web address http://www.k12.wa.us/HealthServices/PandemicFluInformation.aspx, along with other tools and resources intended to assist you in your preparation efforts.  School Nurse Corps directors and Educational Service District Prevention Center directors are also available to help coordinate and organize these efforts on a regional basis.  Keep in mind that these preparations should align with your district’s overall approach to comprehensive safe schools planning and all-hazard crisis and disaster preparedness.  
While the body of information regarding avian (bird) flu and the impact of a pandemic health event is growing rapidly, major challenges remain:
· If schools are closed beyond the calendar possibility of “make up,” how will students receive instruction?  How will districts receive apportionment?  

· What are the legal obligations of the state or district for staff contracts and purchase commitments?

· How would a forced closure impact AYP or WASL?
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· Are districts obligated to make facilities available for emergency services and who pays?
· How might schools prepare for rolling absences of students and staff at any point in a health or emergency event?  

· Which vital functions must be restored in what period of time such as instruction, transportation, food services, or fiscal services?  

OSPI is working with the offices of the Governor, Financial Management (OFM), Attorney General, and Information Services (DIS) to develop appropriate responses to these and similar questions specific to school district operations.
In addition, OSPI will be completing the agency Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP).  We will be utilizing planning tools available from FEMA and the Department of Information Services.  As this tool is refined, it will be placed on our Web site and shared with districts.  The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recently developed a school district (K–12) Pandemic Influenza Planning Checklist available at: http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/emergencyplan/crisisplanning.pdf.  This is an excellent starting point for school and community planning.  
We are accustomed to setting goals and thinking of the future in terms of curriculum, instruction, and assessment.  Planning for major health and safety disasters requires unfamiliar conversations and partnerships.  Please be assured that we will continue to gather and share information resources and welcome your questions and concerns.  As guidance or answers are confirmed, we will place it on our Web site.
If you have any questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Marcia L. Riggers, Assistant Superintendent, Student Support and Operations, at mriggers@ospi.wednet.edu or by calling (360) 725-6175 or Martin Mueller, Director, Learning and Teaching Support, 
at mmueller@ospi.wednet.edu or by calling (360) 725-6050.  The agency TTY is (360) 
664-3631.
This information is also available at http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/bulletins2006.aspx on the agency Web site.  
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