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Due Date:  April 17, 2006

BULLETIN NO. 021-06  SPECIAL PROGRAMS
TO:

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



School Principals



High School Counselors

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
RE:

Washington State Honors Award Nominations

The enclosed materials are provided to assist you in identifying students from your high school who may qualify to be nominated for a 2005—2006 Washington State Honors Award.
The top 10 percent of Washington State’s eligible graduating seniors will receive an Honors Award.  This selection of eligible students is determined by an index score that gives equal weight to the high school Grade Point Average (GPA) and the College Board’s Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and/or American College Test (ACT) scores.  Furthermore, to receive an award, a student must have completed at least 75 percent of the credits required for graduation and be enrolled in at least three academic core subjects in grade 12.

Of the top 10 percent of the graduating seniors in Washington State who receive an Honors Award certificate, the top 3 percent (or approximately 30 students from each of the nine congressional districts) will be invited by OSPI to apply for the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship and the top 1 percent (or approximately 15 per congressional district) will be chosen to receive a Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship.  Last year, 152 Washington students received scholarships to be used towards education costs at any college or university in the nation.  (Students attending a military academy or majoring in theology may not receive this scholarship.)   Students eligible to apply for the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship will be notified through their high school counselor at a later date.
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General Education Diploma (GED) recipients must individually contact the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) for specific application instructions for the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship.  GED students must have taken the SAT or ACT and have the scores from one of these tests to be considered for the scholarship.
The Honors Award nomination application has been moved to the new Education Data System (EDS) and will be completed online.  A list of pre-nominated students will be available to you when you log-on to the secure website.  Not all schools will have pre-nominated students.  

You are also invited to nominate additional students for a Washington State Honors Award.  The online nomination process provides the ability to nominate qualified students not appearing on the pre-nominated list.  Students who are enrolled in Running Start courses are also considered for this award.  Eligible Running Start students are to be included on the high school list of nominations.

Please refer to Attachment A: Honors Award Nomination Instructions for the steps to validate pre-nominated students and nominate additional students.
In order for the Honors Award certificates to arrive at your school for end-of-year awards ceremonies, the requested material listed below MUST BE mailed to OSPI and postmarked no later than April 17, 2006.
· Signature page from your principal (available on the nomination site). 

· List of ALL nominated students (available on the nomination site).
· Alphabetized transcripts for ALL nominated students.
· Alphabetized copies of SAT/ACT test score reports for EACH student on the pre-nominated list, if the scores were updated.
· Alphabetized copies of SAT/ACT test score reports for EACH student on the supplemental nomination list.
Mail the above documentation to:

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Washington State Honors Award Program

Title I, LAP, and Title V

PO Box 47200

Olympia, WA 98504-7200
You may use Attachment B: Honors Award Checklist to verify that you have finished all

steps necessary to complete the Honors Award nominations.  You do not need to return
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this form to OSPI.  It is for your convenience only.    

Attachment C: Nominee Eligibility Table lists the minimum SAT/ACT test scores and overall GPA scores for a student to be nominated for an Honors Award.  The eligibility table will also be available on the nomination site.  
If you have questions about the nomination process, please contact Kara Larson at 
360-725-4990 or by email at klarson@ospi.wednet.edu.  You may also contact OSPI’s Customer Support Center at 1‑800‑725‑4311 or by email at CustomerSupport@ospi.wednet.edu if you have questions about accessing the Honors Award nomination site.
Thank you for your assistance with this nomination process.  On May 22nd, OSPI will send high schools the Honors Award certificates for those students who are 2005—2006 Washington State Honors Award recipients.  On the same day, OSPI will send high school counselors the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship applications to distribute to those students who are invited to apply.
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