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March 17, 2006
(X) Action Required

      Due: As noted


(  )  Informational
BULLETIN NO. 019-06  CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:
Educational Service District Superintendents


School District Superintendents

Assistant Superintendents for Business and/or Business Managers


School Food Service Supervisors


Administrators of Private Schools


Administrators of Residential Child Care Institutions

Sponsors of the Special Milk Program
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


RE:

Implementing the Revised School Meal Recipes


Renewal Application for the 2006–07 School Year and the Wellness Policy 

Guidelines for Outdoor Education Camps - Revisited
The purpose of this bulletin is to provide all local education agencies (LEAs) current information and/or an update of pertinent information that is essential to the operation of their Child Nutrition Programs (CNP).
Implementing the Revised School Meal Recipes (Attachment 1)
Recipes from the 1988 Quantity Recipes for School Food Service and the 1995 Tool Kit for Healthy School Meals were revised using updated yields from the Food Buying Guide for Child Nutrition Programs and the 2005 Food Code for the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points.  
Beginning July 1, 2006, the revised recipes contained in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Recipes for Child Nutrition Programs – Schools, currently posted at the National Food Service Management Institute (NFSMI) Web sites, should be the only USDA recipes used for meeting school meal requirements for federal reimbursement.  These recipes are currently available online at:
http://www.nfsmi.org/Information/school_recipe_index_alpha.html  (all of these recipes are listed in alphabetical order) 
http://www.nfsmi.org/Information/school_recipe_index_number.html  (all of these recipes are listed by order of recipe number).
Attachment 1 discusses the USDA recipes that should no longer be used for meeting school meal requirements for federal reimbursement, which goes into effect 
June 30, 2006.  Watch for a publication by Team Nutrition, scheduled for distribution in late spring 2006, designed to assist schools with implementation of the revised recipes.
Attachment 1 also alerts schools to be aware that some of the software used by schools for nutrient analysis may not currently contain the correct version of the recipes.

Renewal Application for the 2006–07 School Year and the Wellness Policy (Attachment 2)
On June 30, 2004, President Bush signed the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 into law.  This new law requires every school district, private school, and residential child care institution (RCCI) on the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, and Special Milk Program (NSLP/SBP/SMP) to develop and implement a local wellness policy by the beginning of school year 2006–07.

Attachment 2 contains SEC. 204 of Public Law 108-265, LOCAL WELLNESS POLICY, which includes items LEAs need to incorporate into their Wellness Policies.  Specific information and examples can be accessed at the following link: http://teamnutrition.usda.gov/Healthy/wellness_policyrequirements.html.

Most public school districts have developed a state-mandated wellness policy, which was to be in place by August 2005.  Public school administrators should compare their state policy with the requirements for the USDA policy and, if their state policy does not meet USDA requirements, adapt their state policy accordingly.  However, be aware that the USDA Wellness Policy must include community involvement; designating a person to develop a plan for measuring implementation of the Wellness program at each individual school/site, and goals for nutrition education, physical activity, and other school based activities designed to promote student wellness. A complete description of the wellness policy requirements can be found at http://teamnutrition.usda.gov/Healthy/wellness_policyrequirements.html.


Because the Wellness Policy is a requirement, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)/Child Nutrition Services will require each LEA on the NSLP/SBP/SMP to submit, as part of its annual renewal application, a copy of its Wellness Policy.  Renewal applications for the 2006–07 school year will not be approved if the Wellness Policy is not included with the renewal application.
The Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) has released a guide, titled "Wellness Policy and Practice: Meeting the Needs of Low-Income Students."  This guide is intended to supplement other tools available for designing school wellness policies by providing strategies that address the unique needs of low income students, families, and communities.  Go to http://www.frac.org/html/news/wellness_guide2006.html for further information.  Attachment 3, Food Research and Action Center (FRAC) contains additional comments.
Guidelines for Outdoor Camps – Revisited (Attachment 4)
There have been recent inquiries regarding school children who attend outdoor education camps and what local education agencies (LEAs) should do to claim meals the children have at camp.  In Bulletin No. 11-97, dated February 13, 1997, Child Nutrition Services established the attached guidelines (Attachment 4) to assist LEAs in claiming meals correctly.  It refers to LEAs that provide their own food and labor, to LEAs that contract for food and labor, and for LEAs that contract for food and provide some labor.  In addition, the minimum requirements to use in contracts between a LEA and a camp are included.  Please refer to this attachment when planning your district’s camping program.

Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to the program specialist for your area:

Debbie Calhoun         
Jo Clark-Donahoo                 Angela Ruiz            



(509) 323-2751           
(509) 575-2412                     (360) 725-6212

Nancy Van’t Hul
Linsey LaPlant

(425) 776-2955
(253) 589-7252

or Bette Brandis, Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs, at (360) 725-6220.

The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is available on the agency Web site at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/bulletins2006.aspx.   

STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS

CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES
Marcia L. Riggers

George C. Sneller



Assistant Superintendent 

Director
 TB:kew

Attachments
Attachment 1—Implementing the Revised School Meal Recipes

Attachment 2—Sec. 204 Local Wellness Policy

Attachment 3—Food Research and Action Center (FRAC)
Attachment 4—Guidelines for Outdoor Education Camps

