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BULLETIN NO.  018-06   CHILD NUTRITION SERVICES

TO:
Summer Food Service Program Sponsors


Potential Summer Food Service Program Sponsors

FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
“Meals for Kids” Grant Opportunity for Summer Food Service Programs

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), Child Nutrition Services is offering “Meals for Kids” grants for those current or potential Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) sponsors interested in starting up or expanding this program.  There will be approximately $20,000 available for the SFSP “Meals for Kids” grant.

Grants to Current and Potential Summer Food Service Program Sponsors

Grants will be available to assist current sponsors in adding sites to existing programs or potential sponsors in beginning a new Summer Food Service Program.  State start-up and expansion grants may be used for such things as providing staff time for SFSP development, purchasing food service equipment, providing staff training, or disseminating program information to children, families, and the community to encourage program participation. 

Note to Applicants:  This is a complete application package containing the application form and appropriate instructions to apply for the grant under this competition and Chapter 392-157 of the Washington Administrative Code (WAC).   The application must be postmarked on or before April 21, 2006.
Selection Criteria:  Applications will be read and scored using the criteria set forth in WAC 392-157-145.  Incomplete submissions will not be considered.  Priority will be given to those sponsors that do not have a Summer Food Service Program or have not received a previous “Meals for Kids” grant.  Successful applicants will be notified as soon as possible after the grants are read, evaluated, and scored in rank order.

Use of Grant Funding:  Grant funding for the start-up or expansion of a Summer Food Service Program may be used for the following: 

1. To purchase food service equipment. 

2. To provide staff training.

3. To disseminate program information to children, families, school staff, or community to encourage program participation. 

4. To improve efficiency in the food service area. 

5. To improve sanitation in the food service area.

6. To improve safety in the food service area.  

Funding cannot be used for:  

1. Salaries and benefits of permanent staff.

2. Food.

3. Acquisition of land or existing buildings.

4. Improvement of grounds. 

5. Construction of buildings.

6. Additions to buildings.

7. Remodeling of buildings.  

The appropriateness of equipment, publications, or promotions in relation to the operation of the Summer Food Service Program and the number of children that will be impacted will be considered when reviewing the grant.

Grant expenditures must be spent no later than June 30, 2006, and invoiced to OSPI by 
July 30, 2006.  Any funds unclaimed after that time will be returned to the state general fund.

Narrative Description of Need for Project or Purchase:  A written description of the proposed project or purchase should include information regarding the need for this project or purchase, the barriers that currently prevent this need being met, and how the SFSP sponsor plans to address the need.  If the needs assessment concerns the start-up of a new SFSP, the narrative should include a brief description of the reasons for the lack of a SFSP.  Limit the narrative to no more than one additional page.

Implementation Plan:  

1. The sponsor must provide detailed information of the process that will be used to implement a new SFSP or to expand an existing program, including a timetable and action steps to be taken for implementation.  Equipment, training, and staffing needs must be included in this plan as well as any outreach efforts the sponsor plans for publicizing a new program or promoting an existing program.

2. The sponsor must provide information on the projected number of children that will be affected by the purchase or project.  

3. The sponsor must also include information relating to other sources of money or in-kind services that will be available for the project or purchase.

Budget:  The budget must include equipment, training, and outreach expenditures as indicated in the needs assessment and implementation plan.  Expenditures covered by funds received from previous grants should be excluded.  Prices given for equipment should be the quote price.  Since the same kinds of equipment may vary, it is necessary that the description be detailed.  Each piece of equipment requested must have exact specifications listed that include capacity, size, finish, and brand name.  This information is needed to allow the grant reviewers to make informed decisions when allocating these funds.

Assurances:  Each sponsor must provide assurances that:  

1. A U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) grant for this project or purchase is not available or an application was made for a USDA grant for the proposed purchase(s) or project and was not fully funded.

2. The Summer Food Service Program will be continued for at least three years after the grant is received.  The assurances must be signed by the superintendent, business manager, tribal chairman, board chairman, or designee.  A food service director who is employed by a food service management company may not sign the assurances page for a school district.

If you have questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Bette Brandis, program supervisor, at (360) 725-6220 or the program specialist for your area:


Angela Ruiz
(360) 725-6212



Debra Calhoun
(509) 323-2751



Jo Clark Donahoo
(509) 575-2412


Nancy Van’t Hul
(425) 776-2955


Linsey LaPlant
(253) 589-7252
The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631.  This information is also available on the agency Web site at http://www.k12.wa.us/BulletinsMemos/Bulletins2006/B018-06.doc
.  
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