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(X)   Action Required
(X)    Informational
BULLETIN NO.  007–06 Learning and Teaching Support
TO: 

Educational Service District Superintendents



School District Superintendents



School District Homeless Liaisons


Private School Administrators
FROM:
Dr. Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

RE:
Emergency Impact Aid for Students Displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita

In response to the educational needs of students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) will be making funds available to local school districts in the form of Emergency Impact Aid.  The Emergency Impact Aid for Displaced Students Program allows local education agencies (LEAs) to apply for funds to assist with the cost of educating students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita during the 2005–06 school year.  Nonpublic schools serving displaced students as well as Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)-funded schools serving displaced students are also eligible.

Local school districts enrolling students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina or Rita at any time during the 2005–06 school year are eligible for Emergency Impact Aid funding and must complete and submit the attached LEA application forms to be eligible for these federal funds.  LEA forms as well as forms completed by BIA-funded schools must be submitted to the OSPI Homeless Education Office no later than January 25, 2006.
Nonpublic schools seeking Emergency Impact Aid funds must apply through their local public school district administrative office.  Nonpublic school certification forms, as well as application forms submitted by the parents or guardians of eligible nonpublic school students, must be submitted to the administration office of the local school district no later than January 23, 
2006.  The number of eligible nonpublic school students reported to the LEA will be included with the LEA application to the Office of Superintendent of Public Instructions (OSPI).

Emergency Impact Aid funding determinations will be made based on the numbers of eligible students enrolled on any or all of four set count dates:  October 3, 2005, December 1, 2005, February 1, 2006 and April 3, 2006.  When completing the attached paperwork, LEAs must provide student count information for both the October 2005 and December 2005 count dates.  Future student count information will be collected and reported to OSPI upon request at a date yet to be determined, but no later than April 30, 2006.  Due to the mobility of many hurricane-displaced students, it is recognized that counting students retroactively may prove challenging.  Because of this, LEAs that meet the specific timelines for application may make upward or downward revisions to their initial child counts if they collect more reliable data that were not available at the time of their initial application submission.  (Any application amendments must be submitted by OSPI to USDE no later than April 30, 2006.)
In general, the aggregate amount of a payment on behalf of a displaced public school student who is not reported as a child with a disability may not exceed $6,000, while payment on behalf of a student who is reported as a child with a disability may not exceed $7,500.  The amount of assistance for a displaced nonpublic school student, enrolled in an eligible nonpublic school prior to December 30, 2005, will be determined by criteria including but not limited to family income, and may not exceed the lesser of $6,000 for a student who is not reported as a child with a disability, $7,500 for a student who is reported as a child with a disability, or the cost of tuition and fees at the nonpublic school for the 2005–06 school year.  (While information related to family income is a federal requirement, it should be noted that OSPI has broad flexibility in determining the extent to which it establishes family income or wealth criteria for the receipt of this assistance.  To date, these criteria have not been established at the state level.)
Once all student counts and funding applications have been submitted to OSPI by LEAs (including count information for eligible nonpublic schools) and BIA-funded schools, OSPI will provide additional information to all applicants regarding the mechanism by which funding accounts may be set up and accessed for disbursement.  It is anticipated that details related to federal Emergency Impact Aid accessibility of funds will be disseminated by OSPI to schools by February 6, 2006.

Attached to this bulletin you will find all appropriate forms for application by LEAs, BIA-funded schools and nonpublic schools.  For assistance at the local level you may wish to contact your school district’s designated homeless liaison.  Homeless liaison contact information is available on the OSPI Web site at www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/pubdocs/HomelessLiaisonContactList.doc.  You are encouraged to refer to the attached Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document provided by USDE for more detailed information. 

Questions regarding Emergency Impact Aid may be directed to Melinda Dyer, Program Supervisor, Learning and Teaching Support at (360) 725-6050 or email mdyer@ospi.wednet.edu.  The agency TTY number is (360) 664-3631. This information is available electronically on the OSPI Web site at the following URL:  http://www.k12.wa.us/bulletinsmemos/.
STUDENT SUPPORT AND OPERATIONS

Marcia L. Riggers

Assistant Superintendent

LEARNING AND TEACHING SUPPORT

Martin T. Mueller

Director

Melinda Dyer

Program Supervisor

Education of Homeless Children and Youths 

TB:MD:racp

Attachments

Attachment 1:
Emergency Impact Aid for Displaced Students FAQ
Form 1:
Application for Hurricane Relief Funding for BIA-Funded Schools 

Form 2:
Application for Hurricane Relief Funding for Local School Districts 
Form 3:
Application for Hurricane Relief Funding for Non-Public Schools 
Form 4:
Application for Hurricane Relief Funding for Parent/Guardian of Non-Public School Students 
