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How to Use Released Items and Item Information
Introduction

You have a booklet that includes released items and item information. This document should
be used to help administrators and teachers understand released WASL items that reflect
content-specific learning strands and targets that are derived from the Essential Academic
Learning Requirements.

This Released Items booklet includes the following information:

• WASL Mathematics items from the 2008 operational assessment
• A table for each item where you can transfer the school-level and district-level data
• State-level data which has been placed in the table
• A tools designation that shows whether the item could be placed on the assessment in

a location on a day when tools are permitted (Y), on a day when tools are not permitted
(N), or the day the item is placed does not matter (X)

• Information to indicate the strand and/or learning target and information for each item
• Item-specific scoring guides, student work at representative score points, and

annotations for scores.
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
1 The class is making cards to give to friends. They must use

congruent (same size and shape) triangles.

Look at Jamal’s triangle.

Jamal needs another triangle that is congruent to put on his card. 

Which triangle should he choose?

A.

B.

C.

07303

Jamal’s Triangle

1

1

1
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Item Information

Score Points: 1

Tools: X

Strand and T arget GS01 (Properties and Relationships) : Demonstrate understanding of
the concept of congruence; use geometric attributes and properties to identify, name, draw,
compare, and/or sort 2-dimensional figures (1.3.1, 1.3.2)

Performance Data

(Use this space to fill in student performance information for your school and district.)

Percent Distribution
School District State Responses (* = correct response)

A*
B
C
NR

89.9%
3.4%
6.3%
0.3%

2008 Mathematics Released Items
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
2 Ida asked students what kind of sandwiches they ate. She recorded

the information on a chart.

Which statement is true about Ida’s information?

A. More students ate ham sandwiches than cheese sandwiches. 

B. More students ate jelly sandwiches than cheese sandwiches.

C. More students ate turkey sandwiches than cheese sandwiches.

12984

Sandwiches Students Ate on Monday

Number of
Sandwiches

Kinds of
Sandwiches

Turkey

Cheese

Ham

Jelly

4

8

3

11

1

1

1

Item Information

Score Points: 1

Tools: X

Strand and T arget PS03 (Data Representation and Interpretation) : Read data from
tables, charts, pictographs, and bar graphs (1.4.5)

Performance Data

(Use this space to fill in student performance information for your school and district.)

Percent Distribution
School District State Responses (* = correct response)

A
B*
C
NR

1.5%
95.9%
1.9%
0.6%
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Annotation for example 2-point response:

The student shows understanding of solving a problem by using four numbers; using a
combination of numbers that add up to 18; using only 2, 4, and 8; showing an appropriate
strategy “4 + 4 + 8 + 2 = 18”; and writing “4, 4, 8, 2.” This response earns two points.

2008 Mathematics Released Items
4 Troy played a beanbag toss game. He threw the beanbag four times.

What are four numbers Troy’s beanbags could have landed on to
earn 18 points?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

10262

What are four numbers TroyÕs beanbags could have landed 

on to earn 18 points? _______   _______   _______   _______

8 points 4 points

2 points 0 points

G3 Math RID  10/22/08  1:40 PM  Page 13





15

2008 Mathematics Released Items

Annotation for example 2-point response:

The student shows understanding of solving a problem by using four numbers; using a
combination of numbers that add up to 18; using only 2, 4, and 8; showing an appropriate
strategy by using an algorithm showing “8 + 4 + 4 + 2 = 18”; and writing “4, 4, 2, 8.” This
response earns two points.

4 Troy played a beanbag toss game. He threw the beanbag four times.

What are four numbers Troy’s beanbags could have landed on to
earn 18 points?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

10262

What are four numbers TroyÕs beanbags could have landed 

on to earn 18 points? _______   _______   _______   _______

8 points 4 points

2 points 0 points
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2008 Mathematics Released Items

Annotation for example 1-point response:

The student shows partial understanding of solving a problem by using four numbers and
using only 0, 2, 4, and 8. The given combination “0, 2, 4, 8” does not add up to 18. This
response earns one point.

4 Troy played a beanbag toss game. He threw the beanbag four times.

What are four numbers Troy’s beanbags could have landed on to
earn 18 points?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

10262

What are four numbers TroyÕs beanbags could have landed 

on to earn 18 points? _______   _______   _______   _______

8 points 4 points

2 points 0 points
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2008 Mathematics Released Items

Annotation for example 1-point response:

The student shows partial understanding of solving a problem by using four numbers and
using a combination of numbers that add up to 18. The given combination “10, 4, 3, 1” does not
use only 0, 2, 4, and/or 8 and no strategy is shown. This response earns one point.

4 Troy played a beanbag toss game. He threw the beanbag four times.

What are four numbers Troy’s beanbags could have landed on to
earn 18 points?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

10262

What are four numbers TroyÕs beanbags could have landed 

on to earn 18 points? _______   _______   _______   _______

8 points 4 points

2 points 0 points
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2008 Mathematics Released Items

Annotation for example 0-point response:

The student shows little or no understanding of solving a problem by using four numbers.
However, the given combination “8, 4, 2, 14” does not add up to 18 and does not use only 0, 2, 4,
and/or 8. No strategy is shown in the response. This response earns zero points.

4 Troy played a beanbag toss game. He threw the beanbag four times.

What are four numbers Troy’s beanbags could have landed on to
earn 18 points?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

10262

What are four numbers TroyÕs beanbags could have landed 

on to earn 18 points? _______   _______   _______   _______

8 points 4 points

2 points 0 points
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
Item Information

Score Points: 2

Tools: N

Strand and T arget MC01 (Connect within Mathematics) : Use concepts and procedures
from two of the mathematics content strands in a given problem or situation; recognize
equivalent mathematical models and representations in familiar situations (5.1.1, 5.1.2)

Performance Data

(Use this space to fill in student performance information for your school and district.)

Scoring Guide for item number 5

A 2-point response: The student shows understanding of using concepts and procedures from
number sense and measurement by doing the following:

• shows use of 30 minutes or 5-minute intervals
• writes 6.

A 1-point response: The student does one of the following: 

• shows use of 30 minutes
• uses intervals of 5
• writes 6 or a number that is consistent with an error in the passage of time

calculation.

A 0-point response: The student shows very little or no understanding of using concepts and
procedures from number sense and measurement.

Percent Distribution
School District State Points

0
1
2
NR
Mean

25.6%
28.1%
45.0%
1.3%
1.2
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
5 Mayumi walks around the school yard every day at recess. It takes

her 5 minutes to walk one time around the yard.

Mayumi starts walking at 1:30 P.M. and stops at 2:00 P.M.

How many times does Mayumi walk around the yard at recess?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

06242

Annotation for example 2-point response:

The student shows understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense and
measurement by showing use of 30 minutes “I takes her 30 minutes to walk” and using 
5-minute intervals appropriately “5 = 5 minutes”; and writing “6.” This response earns two
points.

How many times does Mayumi walk around

the yard at recess? __________
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
5 Mayumi walks around the school yard every day at recess. It takes

her 5 minutes to walk one time around the yard.

Mayumi starts walking at 1:30 P.M. and stops at 2:00 P.M.

How many times does Mayumi walk around the yard at recess?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

06242

Annotation for example 1-point response:

The student shows partial understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense
and measurement by showing use of 30 minutes and using intervals of 5 “(5 +5) + (5 + 5) + (5 +
5) = 30”; but incorrectly writing “5 times.” This response earns one point.

How many times does Mayumi walk around

the yard at recess? __________
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
5 Mayumi walks around the school yard every day at recess. It takes

her 5 minutes to walk one time around the yard.

Mayumi starts walking at 1:30 P.M. and stops at 2:00 P.M.

How many times does Mayumi walk around the yard at recess?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

06242

Annotation for example 1-point response:

The student shows partial understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense
and measurement by using intervals of 5 “1:30, 1:35, 1:40, 1:45, 1:50, 1:55, 2:00” and writing
“7” as the answer which is consistent with an error in the passage of time calculation. This
response earns one point.

How many times does Mayumi walk around

the yard at recess? __________
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
5 Mayumi walks around the school yard every day at recess. It takes

her 5 minutes to walk one time around the yard.

Mayumi starts walking at 1:30 P.M. and stops at 2:00 P.M.

How many times does Mayumi walk around the yard at recess?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

06242

Annotation for example 1-point response:

The student shows partial understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense
and measurement by writing “6.” There is no indication of using 30 minutes or 5-minute
intervals. This response earns one point.

How many times does Mayumi walk around

the yard at recess? __________
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
5 Mayumi walks around the school yard every day at recess. It takes

her 5 minutes to walk one time around the yard.

Mayumi starts walking at 1:30 P.M. and stops at 2:00 P.M.

How many times does Mayumi walk around the yard at recess?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

06242

Annotation for example 0-point response:

The student shows little or no understanding of using concepts and procedures from number
sense and measurement. There is no indication of using either 30 minutes or 5-minute
intervals and no credit is given for “330.” This response earns zero points.

How many times does Mayumi walk around

the yard at recess? __________
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
Item Information

Score Points: 2

Tools: N

Strand and T arget MC01 (Connect within Mathematics) : Use concepts and procedures
from two of the mathematics content strands in a given problem or situation; recognize
equivalent mathematical models and representations in familiar situations (5.1.1, 5.1.2)

Performance Data

(Use this space to fill in student performance information for your school and district.)

Percent Distribution
School District State Points

0
1
2
NR
Mean

14.5%
33.8%
50.5%
1.2%
1.4
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
6 Della needs 4 pieces of string for a class. She needs pieces that are 

9 inches, 6 inches, 5 inches, and 4 inches long.

How many inches of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

How many feet of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

07344

How many feet of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

How many inches of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

Annotation for example 2-point response:

The student shows understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense and
measurement by writing “24” for the number of inches and “2” for the number of feet. This
response earns two points.
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
6 Della needs 4 pieces of string for a class. She needs pieces that are 

9 inches, 6 inches, 5 inches, and 4 inches long.

How many inches of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

How many feet of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

07344

How many feet of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

How many inches of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

Annotation for example 2-point response:

The student shows understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense and
measurement by writing “24 inches of string” for the number of inches and “2 feet” for the
number of feet. This response earns two points.
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
6 Della needs 4 pieces of string for a class. She needs pieces that are 

9 inches, 6 inches, 5 inches, and 4 inches long.

How many inches of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

How many feet of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

07344

How many feet of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

How many inches of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

Annotation for example 2-point response:

The student shows understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense and
measurement by writing “96 inches” for the number of inches and “8 ft. of string” for the
number of feet. This response earns two points.
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
6 Della needs 4 pieces of string for a class. She needs pieces that are 

9 inches, 6 inches, 5 inches, and 4 inches long.

How many inches of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

How many feet of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

07344

How many feet of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

How many inches of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

Annotation for example 1-point response:

The student shows partial understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense
and measurement by writing “24” for the number of inches. No answer is given for the number
of feet. This response earns one point.

G3 Math RID  10/22/08  1:40 PM  Page 35





37

2008 Mathematics Released Items
6 Della needs 4 pieces of string for a class. She needs pieces that are 

9 inches, 6 inches, 5 inches, and 4 inches long.

How many inches of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

How many feet of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

07344

How many feet of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

How many inches of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

Annotation for example 1-point response:

The student shows partial understanding of using concepts and procedures from number sense
and measurement by writing “96” for the number of inches. “48 feet” is incorrectly given for the
number of feet. This response earns one point.
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2008 Mathematics Released Items
6 Della needs 4 pieces of string for a class. She needs pieces that are 

9 inches, 6 inches, 5 inches, and 4 inches long.

How many inches of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

How many feet of string does Della need altogether?

Show how you got your answer using words, numbers, or pictures.

07344

How many feet of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

How many inches of string does Della 

need altogether? ___________

Annotation for example 0-point response:

The student shows little or no understanding of using concepts and procedures from number
sense and measurement by writing “25 inches” for the number of inches and “25 Inches” for the
number of feet. This response earns zero points.
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