
 

   

OSPI CNS School Meal Programs 
Reference Sheet 

Hunger-Free Students’ Bill of Rights Act 
The Washington State legislature passed the Hunger Free Students’ Bill of Rights Act during the 2018 
legislative session. The requirements of this new state law became effective starting the 2018-19 school 
year. New sections were added to RCW 28A.235 and 28A.300. 
 

Requirements 
• LEAs must continue to follow the requirements of the USDA meal charge policy, including clearly 

communicating their charge policy. 
 

• Distribute meal applications annually, 
o Inform families about the availability of free and reduced-price meals, distribute letters to 

households and provide meal applications per Federal guidance in 7 CFR 245.6 and the 
Eligibility Manual for School Meals.  
 

• LEAs shall submit meal applications for students that are likely eligible in accordance with Federal 
Guidelines. 

o Applications may be complete on behalf of household that are likely eligible per Federal 
guidance in 7 CFR 245.6 and the Eligibility Manual for School Meals. 
 

• Conduct direct certification monthly. 
o This includes Basic Food, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), Food 

Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), Migrant, Homeless, Foster, Medicaid, 
Head Start, and Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP). 
 

• Students may not be overtly identified.  
o Do not notify students under the age of 15 of negative account balances.  
o Do not remove trays or identify students with negative balances. 
o Alternate meals may be provided if the alternate meal is available to all students and 

students are not overtly identified.  
 

• LEAs must implement measures to ensure eligible students receive meal benefits.  
o Set up internal procedures to track and monitor notification efforts.  
o Utilize point of service meal counting systems to track charged meals.  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.235
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.300
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ec4e76d82581acb2ce82a988f37658b4&mc=true&node=se7.4.245_16&rgn=div8
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP36_CACFP15_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ec4e76d82581acb2ce82a988f37658b4&mc=true&node=se7.4.245_16&rgn=div8
https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/cn/SP36_CACFP15_SFSP11-2017a1.pdf
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o Check the direct certification list and exhaust all options to directly certify students. 
o Notify parents of negative balances.  
o LEAs should follow parent directives regarding meal charge limits for their student. 

Details: 
• Seek counsel of your district administrative team, legal counsel, and school board.  
• LEAs are responsible to comply with State Law. 
• Transcripts, grades, or diplomas may not be withheld from students because of unpaid fines, 

including meal debt.  
• Meal charges, classified as bad debt, are an unallowable cost and cannot be absorbed by the 

nonprofit school food service account. Such debt must be covered with non-Federal funds.  
• Involve District public relations staff to convey and promote meal program policies/procedures.  
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Reference 
• 7 CFR 245.6 
• RCW 28A.235 and 28A.300 
• Meal Charge Policy Reference Sheet 
• RCW 28A.635.060 and WAC 392-415-100 

Acronym Reference 
• CFR – Code of Federal Regulations 
• CNS – Child Nutrition Services 
• ECEAP – Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program 
• FDPIR – Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations 
• LEA – Local Education Agency 
• NSLP – National School Lunch Program 
• OSPI - Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
• RCW – Revised Code of Washington 
• TANF – Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
• USDA - United States Department of Agriculture 
• WAC – Washington Administrative Code 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=96ae0977a233487600d448166e5f8e7c&mc=true&node=pt7.4.245&rgn=div5#se7.4.245_16
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=28A
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/childnutrition/programs/nslbp/pubdocs/mealchargepolicyreferencesheet.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.635.060
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-415-100
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