ABOUT THE AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR

Roy DeBoer

Mr. DeBoer has served the realm of public education for 34 years. An enrolled and registered Lummi Indian Elder, he earned an Associ-
ates of Arts from Olympic College, a Bachelors in English from Washington State University and a Masters in Education Administration
and Reading Development from the University of Puget Sound. He taught high school English and Journalism before becoming an
elementary school principal. He started the Indian Education Program at South Kitsap High School, was the first superintendent of the
Muckleshoot Tribal school, a charter member of the Indian Education Advisory Commission to the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, and has served as vice president of the Washington State Indian Education Association (WSIEA). In addition to his leadership
in education, Mr. DeBoer served in the United States Air Force and is active in the First Lutheran Church, where he is currently president
of the Congregation and participates in national church programs. He has been awarded the Indian Educator of the Year in 1996 by
WSIEA, the Quill and Scroll Adult Leadership in Journalism Award, and is currently chairperson of the Washington State Indian Educa-
tion Advisory Commission to OSPL

Tyrone Stewart

Mr. Stewart is a former editor/publisher of American Indian Crafts and Culture Magazine. He collaborated with Frederick Dockstader
and Barton Wright to create essays for The Year of the Hopi: Paintings and Photographs by Joseph Mora, 1904-06 for the Smithsonian
Institution traveling exhibition service. He assisted in the development of the Study Guide of the Dakota Collection for the Smithsonian
Institute’s National Museum of Natural History. Mr. Stewart is an artist, illustrator, writer and award-winning graphic artist and architec-
tural designer. His Canadian roots include the founders of Quebec City and Chippewa-Cree ancestry.

TAKEN FROM SKOKOMISH STORIES AS TOLD BY BRUCE MILLER

ADAPTED BY ROY DEBOER
ILLUSTRATED BY TYRONE STEWART



©2002
This book was developed by the Northwest Native
American Curriculum Project, sponsored by The
Evergreen Center for Educational Improvement at The
Evergreen State College and the Office of Indian

Education at the Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction. The project was partially funded by the
Washington State Higher Education Coordinating Board.

7,

All of the animal people got together and made their own sa-
cred circles and called them drums, after the drum sound of the
heart.

Soon the animal people were dancing their own stories to the
pulse of the drum and singing the songs of their lives to the ca-
dence of their hearts.

Raven knew that the Creator had shown him the path to har-
mony by honoring their common culture.



Raven and animal people saw that this was what was missing
from their lives. The measured throbbing of the deer hide cedar
circle touched the hearts of all the animal people and brought
them together, bound by the heartthrobs of life.

Raven was very worried. Many of the animal people were be-
having badly. The animal people had been warned by the Creator
to behave themselves and to avoid the four seeds of destruction!



Raven looked about and saw that Sea Gull was dropping
pebbles on the deer hide circle and causing the drum circle to
speak.

The throbbing of the heart sound caught the attention of all of
the animal people, and they drew near to better hear the comfort-
ing beating sounds-and the memory of their mother’s safe, warm
womb.

Now, the Bear people and the Killer Whale people were taking
all of the salmon for themselves. The Salmon people were blaming
one another for their problems, along with the bears and killer
whales.
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The throbbing of the heart sound caught the attention of all of The Ant people wanted it to be daylight all of the time so they
the animal people, and they drew near to better hear the comfort- could see as they worked. The Bear people, however, wanted it to
ing beating sounds-and the memory of their mother’s safe, warm be dark all of the time so that they could sleep when they were too
womb.

tired to hoard the salmon.



Mo s
Wi

AT ;’»"?.7,';}/;"/:’/ o y
W

i
Gl

-

The Blue Jay people were stealing everything they could take
away from the other animal people, while the Cougar people were
eating the Deer, Elk, and many of the smaller or weaker animal
people.

LRI P

o = _ ;
' fél({f"ﬁmm e,
" / -




Hummingbird, using colors from Mother Earth, painted the deer
hide with powerful symbols of the spirit world, and now, the circle
object seemed complete. But, somehow, the question of how the
deer hide circle would restore harmony remained. “Now what,”
asked Ant, “What do we do with the circle object?”

That was a good question. The deer hide circle object was in-
deed beautiful, but nothing was happening. The Salmon people
were still being eaten at an alarming’ rate. The Elk were eating all
of the Deer’s food, and the Cougar people were preying on nearly
everyone else.

Raven set the circle object next to a large rock near the beach.
Raven and all of his friends and relatives thought, and thought, and
then thought some more.

No one was safe. Even family members were afraid of other
members of their own family. Indeed, something had to be done to
restore order and harmony to the animal people. The Creator had
warned them that they must live in peace and harmony, or their
world would be turned “upside down” and that the human beings,
who were coming, would rule the world.



Raven knew he had to do something, but what? Even with his
special powers, Raven knew that he could not change the hearts
of the animal people. Yet, he had to do something to save the ani-
mal people. Raven thought, and thought, and thought some more.

One of the Snipe people suggested to Raven that he fly up as
high in the sky as he could to see if he could see an answer for the
problem. Raven flew high above the land and sea and looked all
about him for a possible answer.

nearby rock. Raven didn’t know. The circle looked beautiful, but
what to do with it?

Then Deer spoke up. “I’m near to the end of my life. When |
pass to the spirit world, take my hide and stretch it over the circle.
Decorate my skin with our sacred symbols. Maybe this will give us
the answer.”

When Deer passed on to the spirit world, Cougar removed
Deer’s skin, and Raven attached it to the cedar circle.
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Cedar Tree agreed. “Take a thin piece of wood from my side and
bend it into a circle.”

One of the Bear people, using his sharp claws, cut into the side
of Cedar Tree and pulled off a thin strip of cedar wood. Raven, Snipe,
and Blue Jay bent the cedar strip, using steam from the hot springs
to soften the wood, allowing the wood to bend without cracking. The
ends of the cedar strip were fastened together with bear grass and
now they had a circle made from the body of their brother Cedar
Tree.




Then he saw it! The world below him appeared to be curved.
The sky above was curved too. A pebble Raven was carrying fell
into the sea below him, and circular ripples emerged from the spot
where the pebble fell. Raven saw that the sun and the moon were
also circular.

Raven knew in his heart that the circle had to be a sacred

thing. The circle had no beginning or ending point and seemed to
say that everything was connected.

Raven flew back to earth and told some of the animal people
what he saw. But how does the idea of a circle solve their prob-

lem? Frog spoke up, “Why don’t we make our own circle and see
what happens?”




 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -8.75, 615.75 Width 1237.52 Height 190.00 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 583.76, -4.26 Width 108.75 Height 627.51 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 683.76, -9.26 Width 550.01 Height 193.75 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1147.52, 276.99 Width 77.50 Height 353.76 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -7.50, -5.51 Width 635.01 Height 261.25 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -7.50, 170.74 Width 62.50 Height 486.26 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 23.75, 542.00 Width 573.76 Height 126.25 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -8.7501 615.7473 1237.5189 190.0029 583.7589 -4.2621 108.7516 627.5096 683.7604 -9.2622 550.0084 193.7529 1147.5175 276.9921 77.5012 353.7554 -7.5001 -5.5122 635.0097 261.254 -7.5001 170.7405 62.501 486.2574 23.7504 541.9962 573.7587 126.2519 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     10
     0
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -13.71, -61.70 Width 65.14 Height 846.84 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -1.71, 598.29 Width 1237.69 Height 210.85 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -10.29, -34.27 Width 1208.55 Height 195.43 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -13.7141 -61.6994 65.1417 846.8424 -1.7142 598.2891 1237.6926 210.8535 -10.2855 -34.2713 1208.5503 195.4252 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     9
     10
     9
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 649.70, 207.44 Width 25.71 Height 85.71 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 581.13, 516.00 Width 128.57 Height 253.71 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 0.00, 565.72 Width 1235.98 Height 222.85 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     649.7029 207.4388 25.7139 85.7128 581.1327 516.0048 128.5692 253.7098 0 565.7183 1235.9784 222.8532 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     8
     10
     8
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 36.00, 425.15 Width 17.14 Height 13.71 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 72.00, 413.15 Width 10.29 Height 17.14 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     35.9994 425.1493 17.1426 13.7141 71.9987 413.1495 10.2855 17.1425 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     8
     10
     8
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -8.57, -15.41 Width 61.71 Height 800.56 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -8.5713 -15.4145 61.7132 800.5575 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     8
     10
     8
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -8.57, 591.43 Width 1246.26 Height 210.85 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -10.29, -20.56 Width 60.00 Height 810.84 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 5.14, -5.13 Width 690.85 Height 228.00 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 680.56, -39.41 Width 567.42 Height 202.28 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1184.55, 118.30 Width 63.43 Height 491.99 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -8.5713 591.4321 1246.264 210.8535 -10.2855 -20.5573 59.999 810.843 5.1428 -5.129 690.8451 227.996 680.5596 -39.4141 567.4187 202.2822 1184.5508 118.2975 63.4275 491.9914 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     0
     10
     0
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -5.14, -18.84 Width 168.00 Height 810.84 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 0.00, 617.15 Width 1247.98 Height 173.14 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1205.12, -37.70 Width 42.86 Height 663.42 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 42.86, -53.13 Width 1194.84 Height 202.28 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -5.1428 -18.843 167.9971 810.843 0 617.1459 1247.9783 173.1398 1205.1218 -37.6998 42.8564 663.417 42.8564 -53.1281 1194.8363 202.2822 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     1
     10
     1
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -3.43, 593.15 Width 1239.41 Height 202.28 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -5.14, -46.27 Width 54.86 Height 682.27 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 46.28, -42.84 Width 1201.69 Height 181.71 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1201.69, 82.30 Width 46.28 Height 521.13 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -3.4285 593.1463 1239.4069 202.2822 -5.1428 -46.2711 54.8562 682.2738 46.2849 -42.8426 1201.6934 181.7111 1201.6934 82.2981 46.2849 521.1338 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     2
     10
     2
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -6.86, 598.29 Width 1246.26 Height 200.57 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -10.29, -23.99 Width 65.14 Height 803.99 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 24.00, -5.13 Width 1223.98 Height 169.71 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 725.13, 159.44 Width 409.71 Height 135.43 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1037.12, 145.73 Width 204.00 Height 185.14 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1182.84, 276.01 Width 65.14 Height 337.71 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 615.42, 138.87 Width 517.71 Height 178.28 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -6.857 598.2891 1246.264 200.5679 -10.2855 -23.9858 65.1417 803.9859 23.9996 -5.129 1223.9787 169.7113 725.1302 159.4396 409.7072 135.4262 1037.1248 145.7256 203.9965 185.1396 1182.8365 276.009 65.1417 337.7084 615.4178 138.8685 517.7052 178.2826 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     3
     10
     3
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -15.43, -15.41 Width 77.14 Height 814.27 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 13.71, 596.57 Width 1213.69 Height 183.43 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 49.71, 726.86 Width 1179.41 Height 65.14 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -15.43, -78.84 Width 1263.41 Height 248.57 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1203.41, 73.73 Width 44.57 Height 517.71 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -15.4283 -15.4145 77.1415 814.2715 13.7141 596.5748 1213.6931 183.4254 49.7134 726.8583 1179.408 65.1417 -15.4283 -78.8419 1263.4066 248.5671 1203.4076 73.7268 44.5707 517.7052 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     4
     10
     4
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -6.86, 600.00 Width 1254.84 Height 195.43 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1.71, -44.56 Width 1246.26 Height 216.00 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -15.43, 54.87 Width 60.00 Height 560.56 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1208.55, 111.44 Width 39.43 Height 500.56 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -6.857 600.0034 1254.8353 195.4252 1.7142 -44.5568 1246.264 215.9962 -15.4283 54.87 59.9989 560.5616 1208.5503 111.4404 39.428 500.5627 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     5
     10
     5
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -6.86, 601.72 Width 1254.84 Height 193.71 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -5.14, -35.99 Width 60.00 Height 670.27 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -6.86, -39.41 Width 661.70 Height 258.85 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 646.27, -53.13 Width 601.70 Height 224.57 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1198.26, 125.15 Width 49.71 Height 476.56 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -6.857 601.7176 1254.8353 193.7109 -5.1428 -35.9856 59.9989 670.274 -6.857 -39.4141 661.7027 258.8526 646.2744 -53.1281 601.7039 224.5675 1198.2648 125.1545 49.7135 476.5631 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     6
     10
     6
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -18.86, -22.27 Width 75.43 Height 819.41 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 0.00, -58.27 Width 647.99 Height 332.57 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 608.56, -27.41 Width 629.13 Height 185.14 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -15.43, 615.43 Width 1251.41 Height 176.57 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 66.86, 510.86 Width 659.99 Height 102.86 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -18.8568 -22.2715 75.4273 819.4143 0 -58.2709 647.9887 332.5656 608.5608 -27.4143 629.132 185.1396 -15.4283 615.4316 1251.4067 176.5684 66.856 510.8621 659.9885 102.8553 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     7
     10
     7
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -5.14, 567.43 Width 1253.12 Height 226.28 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 8.57, -46.27 Width 1239.41 Height 209.14 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 774.84, 204.01 Width 85.71 Height 70.28 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -12.00, 132.01 Width 51.43 Height 447.42 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1210.26, 109.73 Width 37.71 Height 473.13 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -5.1428 567.4325 1253.121 226.2817 8.5713 -46.2711 1239.407 209.1392 774.8436 204.0103 85.7128 70.2845 -11.9998 132.0115 51.4277 447.4207 1210.2646 109.7262 37.7136 473.1346 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     8
     10
     8
     1
      

   1
  

    
   HistoryItem_V1
   AddMaskingTape
        
     Range: current page
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -6.86, 598.29 Width 1239.41 Height 210.85 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset -10.29, -27.41 Width 63.43 Height 639.42 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 5.14, -23.99 Width 1242.84 Height 178.28 points
     Mask co-ordinates: Horizontal, vertical offset 1196.55, 114.87 Width 37.71 Height 493.71 points
     Origin: bottom left
      

        
     1
     0
     BL
    
            
                
         Both
         52
         CurrentPage
         74
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     -6.857 598.2891 1239.407 210.8535 -10.2855 -27.4143 63.4275 639.4174 5.1428 -23.9858 1242.8355 178.2826 1196.5505 114.869 37.7136 493.7057 
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus2
     Quite Imposing Plus 2.9
     Quite Imposing Plus 2
     1
      

        
     9
     10
     9
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base





