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HB 1257 – Clean Buildings Bill  
In May 2019, the Clean Buildings Bill was signed into law with the intent of reducing pollution 
from fossil fuel consumption in existing buildings over fifty thousand gross square feet. This 
legislation applies to public school buildings over fifty thousand gross square feet and schools 
meeting the size criteria will be required to comply with new energy standards. The new energy 
standards have been developed by the Washington State Department of Commerce and 
include energy use intensity targets specific to building type. School buildings over fifty 
thousand gross square feet will be required to report compliance with the standard to the 
Department of Commerce along with documentation demonstrating energy use.  
 
Compliance with energy performance standards will be phased in by building size according to 
the following schedule: 
 

• June 1, 2026 for a building with more than 220,000 gross square feet; 
• June 1, 2027 for a building with more than 90,000 gross square feet, but less than 

220,001 gross square feet; and  
• June 1, 2028 for a building with more than 50,000 gross square feet, but less than 

90,001 gross square feet. 
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School buildings that do not comply with energy performance standards or reporting may be 
fined by the Department of Commerce. The penalty may not exceed $5,000 plus an amount 
based on the duration of any continuing violation.   
 
Early Adopter Incentive 
An early adopter incentive program is being developed by the Department of Commerce for 
public buildings interested in early compliance with energy performance standards. An eligible 
building owner who meets the established requirements will receive incentive payments if the 
energy standards are met.  
 
The Department of Commerce is providing informational webinars regarding rulemaking, 
incentive development, and implementation of the standards. There is also an opportunity for 
comment from public school building owners regarding implementation of the energy 
performance standards. The next webinar will address incentive guidelines and will be 
Wednesday, January 13 from 10:00 to 11:30 am More information regarding the opportunity 
for public comment and webinar registration can be found at the Clean Buildings website.  
 

INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE 
For questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Morgan Powell, High Performance Schools 
Coordinator, at 360-725-6269 or e-mail morgan.powell@k12.wa.us. The OSPI TTY number is 
360-664-3631. 
 
This bulletin is also available on the Bulletins page of the OSPI website.  
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OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, religion, color, 
national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression, gender 
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and 
complaints of alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162/TTY: 
360-664-3631; or P.O. Box 47200, Olympia, WA 98504-7200; or equity@k12.wa.us. 
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